Building a
Future

A Campaign for
Christ the Good Shepherd

OUR MISSION as a Roman Catholic
Community is to proclaim the teachings
of Jesus Christ as declared in the
Scriptures. We are empowered by
the Holy Spirit to know, love,
and serve God and minister
to our neighbors.

Campaign Update
January 2018

Our History

O

n April 1, 1978, with Fr. Ed Abell as our founding pastor, Christ the
Good Shepherd Catholic Community was “born” in the oil boom
days when Houston was bursting at the seams. In anticipation of our
new parish, Bishop Morkovsky instructed Father Al Doga, Pastor of Prince
of Peace, to begin acquiring property for expansion. Father Doga and Father
Eugene Francis, pastor of St. Edward, also began advising their parishioners
of the pending expansion, encouraging them to pray about it and mentally
preparing them to leave. Out of this encouragement to pray, many prayer
groups formed. They prayed for strong leadership, divine guidance and the
kind of spirit that has become contagious in our community.

Campaign Prayer

Loving Father,
we ask You to bless our efforts
to build a community pleasing to You,
as we worship with humble
and contrite hearts.
Help us in Building a Faith-filled Future
for our community.
We are called together
by the power of your Holy Spirit,
therefore, we rely on your constant
guidance and help.
Grant us wisdom to know your will,
so we may respond with generous hearts.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
This capital campaign is a tremendous opportunity to
invest in our facilities’ maintenance and in our
community’s future. Christ the Good Shepherd
nurtured our young family’s spiritual growth in the
1980s. When we returned after being away from
Houston for 12 years, we knew from friends the Holy
Spirit was still active in the parish. Each Christ the Good
Shepherd family and the overall community will grow
closer together and closer to God as we work and
sacrifice together to prepare for our next generation. “

WILL AND SHURI RODRIGUEZ,
General Chairs

We grew quickly, and by early 1979, we leased storefront office space on FM
1960 for religious and sacramental education for the 1,200 youth enrolled. We
began weekend worship at Benfer Elementary School, affectionately known
as St. Benfer, and later moved to Strack Intermediate School, affectionately
known as Our Lady of Strack.
It did not take long to organize a building committee. We surveyed
parishioners to understand our needs, and we hired Sister Mary Peter
Tremonte, O. P., as our liturgical consultant. Formal groundbreaking for our
new church and parish activity center occurred on December 23, 1979, and we
moved into the new Parish Activity Center and Administrative Office Building
in November 1980. We celebrated our first Mass in the new church on May 2,
1981, and held the official dedication ceremonies on June 7.
Like any growing family, the house we call home seldom stays big enough for
long. For ten years, we lived with “the slab” that was poured at the same time
as the Parish Activity Center but held off building upon it until we could afford
to expand. In the fall of 1990, we broke ground for what we now call the Parish
Life Center, which houses kitchen facilities as well as additional classrooms
and large meeting rooms. At the same time, we made extensive modifications
to the Parish Activity Center, creating a multi-level choir room, offices for
deacons, bride’s room, youth room and board room for adult meetings. We
also installed ramps and elevators for handicapped access.
We at Christ the Good Shepherd are committed to serving the poor.
We are responsive to the challenge of the Gospel and hungry
for opportunities to live out our baptismal call to
service. We generously share resources
amongst the broader community
and ourselves.

“Put your trust in the Lord and do right.” PSALM 37:3

A Message from Fr. Burkart

Dear Friends:
Christ the Good Shepherd Catholic Community launched its Capital Campaign,
Building a FAITH-FILLED FUTURE in Spring 2016.
We had much Success thus far, including:
1. Over $6 Million Pledged by approximately 800 parishioners, representing 25% of the Parish.
2. The opportunity to purchase the adjacent 10.47 acres of land that fronts Louetta Road
presented itself early in the campaign. Although we did not want to borrow money, after
consultation with the Cardinal Archbishop, the decision was made to seize this opportunity
and purchase the land via loan from the archdiocese for future growth opportunities.
3. For all three of our buildings, the roofs have been replaced, windows caulked, and other
long deferred maintenance has been performed that will keep us dryer and cooler for years
to come.
4. Extensive foundation repairs have been made to ensure that our future is built upon a solid
footing.
5. Over $4 Million of the pledged amount has been received. This is important since going
forward we do not plan to spend or obligate money that we have not collected.
6. We have fully paid the new Rectory.

However, if we want to do more, if we are to focus on strengthening our
life for the future, then we have to meet the challenge of maintaining our
current facilities while, at the same time, adding to what we now have.

Foundations Completed!

Roofs Completed!

What is Next:
1. We have solicited bids from diocesan-approved contractors to replace our parking lot.
We expect that construction will begin soon.
2. We are working on plans concerning renovation of the interior of the church. In the initial
brochure when we launched our capital campaign in 2016, there was a mention of doing
some updates and/or renovations inside our church. We now recognize that the stated cost
was unrealistically low. Once the renovation committee actually started considering ideas
and possible costs, we realized our mistake. For instance, just to replace the carpet would
not be possible within the proposed budget. After engaging a prominent liturgical
consultant to help us envision possibilities; then working with our architect, we came up
with a plan that encompasses all the ideas and needs, and was endorsed by various Parish
committees.
It’s really fantastic, but requires us to raise additional funds to do any part of it.
We have a very rough estimate of $2.1 million for the complete renovation and
refurbishment of our sanctuary.

Windows Caulked & Sealed!

Rectory Purchased!

Some unexpected Challenges

Phase II Projects

1. Projections indicate that we expect to fall $600,000 short of our pledged amount
and anticipate the final total will be $5.4 million. This shortfall of realized pledges
will occur for many reasons including death of some Parishioners, families moving
from the area, job losses and repercussions from Hurricane Harvey.

Overview
After 39 years, Christ the Good Shepherd
Catholic Community must confront two major
issues. Its buildings and grounds are in
desperate need of repair, and the populations
of Spring, the north Houston area and The
Woodlands have increased dramatically and are
expected to continue increasing. To accommodate
the increasing needs of the present community as
well as those from the expected growth,
Christ the Good Shepherd must not only repair
the various areas of its existing campus
needing upkeep, but it must also increase its
physical footprint.

Upon moving to the Houston area we have had the
opportunity to involve ourselves with multiple parishes.
When we found Christ the Good Shepherd, we knew we
had found our spiritual family. Having the perspectives
of being parishioners, as well as participants in various
ministries, my husband and I have had the pleasure of
seeing this family grow over time. This growth has been
taking place both in the members of the congregation
over the years, as well as the number of programs and
activities being made available to support our
Sacramental journeys, assist those in need, and develop
a deep and meaningful relationship with God.
The capital campaign is a crucial and necessary
component of ensuring that our parish family continues
to grow and excel at demonstrating God’s work to
others. In any family, we are sometimes called to do
what we can for the greater common good. I hope we
all can prayerfully reflect on what we can do to support
the campaign, by keeping in mind the immediate and
long term benefits it will have for our Parish family and
its ability to develop its members as ambassadors of our
Faith to the rest of the world.
DEACON ALBERTO AND CRISTINA PATETTA

2. The actual cost so far have been greater than expected.
The total spent including all construction costs, engineering fees, architecture fees,
campaign costs, and the Archdiocesan Building and Gift Tax Assessment total just
over $1.9 million, leaving $2.1 million dollars collected and not yet spent.
We anticipate another $1.4 million in collected pledges giving us $3.5 million to
spend on currently planned projects.
3. One of the results of Hurricane Harvey is that all construction costs are higher
including both labor and materials.
4. Projects still to do on the revised project list include:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Parking lot
New Land Loan
New Roadway from Louetta
Renovate Church Sanctuary approximately
Other costs

$1.5 Million
$1.7 Million
$0.5 Million
$2.1 Million
$0.3 Million

Total potential projects to do

$6.1 Million

5. Additional Capital Campaign contributions necessary to complete revised project list:
$2.6 Million
As you can see the parish faces approximately a $2.6 million difference
between anticipated Capital Campaign revenues and potential project expenditure.

Our community has some decisions to make:

 Raise additional money for the Capital Campaign
 Reduce our projects in number or scope
 Postpone construction (hoping for moderation of costs), or
 A combination of these choices, considering timing changes and raising more money.

I assure you that all projects to date have been prudently run and competently completed.
When the campaign began I stated that the challenges of growth are always with us.
We have recently realized how true this is. I am not discouraged and in fact am encouraged
by the response of the various CGS groups working through these challenges.
Thank you to all who have committed themselves to “Building a Faith-Filled Future”
Capital Campaign. Going forward, our parking lot needs to be repaired and
our beautiful church needs to be updated.
Again, I am asking that you commit to the life and rebirth of Christ the Good Shepherd.
I invite you to join me in continuing this journey to rebuild our parish.

“I tell you, therefore, everything you ask and pray for,
believe that you have it already, and it will be yours.” MARK 11:24

What can you do to help now?
 Make a pledge if you have not yet done so.
 Increase and or accelerate your existing pledge.
 Adopt an unfulfilled pledge
 Ensure that all pledge payments are in by May 1st, 2019.

What can you do to help in the near future?
 Become a Partner for Sacred Places by making an additional pledge
for a specific memorial donation such as one or more new Station of
the Cross, changes to Baptismal Font, new altar, new Ambo,
new presider’s chair, new deacon’s chair or other liturgical places
in the Church. Details will be available when pricing becomes more definite.
 Consider donating for the construction of restrooms
which will meet the standards of the Americans with Disability Act.
Details will be available when pricing becomes more definite.
I am sure that you have many questions.
Attached to this brochure are two pages of Frequently Asked Questions which
should give you some answers. Capital Campaign members will be available to
answer your questions beginning at the February Community Weekend.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

None of this would be possible without the support of the good people of Christ
the Good Shepherd. We are truly Blessed through your kindness!
In Christ,
Fr. James Burkart
Pastor

Over the years Rob and I have experienced
a tremendous connection to Christ through
the liturgy, clergy and fellow parishioners of
Christ the Good Shepherd. It is our spiritual
home and as such we want to do what we
can to keep it a place of honor and respect
in the eyes of God. All homes require
upkeep and renovation and our sanctuary is
no exception. We need to keep it a safe,
clean and respectful haven for us to
worship and pray. Christ the Good
Shepherd has always been known as a
seed-bed for spiritual works and generosity.
The relief efforts by so many helping hands
after Hurricane Harvey is a great example.
We are all one body in Christ here in our
church and we all are called by Him to share
in the responsibility of keeping our holy
place pleasing in the eyes of God.
We heartily support our capital campaign
and hope that you too hear God’s call to
“pitch in”. We have found this to be true in
our lives – God truly blesses those that
aren’t afraid to make sacrifices in His name!
ROB AND VICKIE DEGEYTER

My thoughts turn to the people who came
before me and sacrificed by the giving of
themselves so I could enjoy this community
of Christ the Good Shepherd today. I also
think of the greatest Sacrifice of all, that of
Christ our Lord giving Himself to us. Both
move me to want to give and to work out of
love for those who will come after me. As
Blessed Mother Teresa so beautifully put it,
“Give, but give until it hurts.”
VICENTE AND SOCORRO
ALCARAZ

Ways and Methods
of Giving

S

electing the best way and method of giving depends on your personal
financial situation and goals. As tax laws are always changing, and
each individual’s financial situation is different, donors are encouraged
to consult with a financial adviser or tax attorney to determine their most
beneficial way or method for supporting this Capital Campaign.

Our Plan for the Future

Our dreams, through faith in God and trust in
His will, can eventually translate into concrete
and steel. Each day, we face with uncertainty,
but one thought should be on all of our minds.
Now is our moment to renew our commitment
to the life of the parish. The generosity of our
faith ancestors has brought us to today; their
past generosity should give us the courage to
shape the future of our faith descendants.
The Shore family has been worshiping at Christ the
Good Shepherd since 1982. We are blessed to have
experienced the value of both the liturgies and faith
formation that continue to be available to us all. We
have financially committed to this important campaign
and pray you too will financially support both the
current and future needs of our community. “

STANLEY SHORE
“How do you place a value on all of the blessings
in one’s life? Ours revolve around our faith and our
church – celebrating our marriage; baptizing our children,
Madeleine and Benjamin; praying for Ben during his
journey with cancer; watching Madeleine’s confirmation;
and anticipating even more faith-filled events. Because of
these blessings, these miracles, we fully support this
campaign from the beginning. And we prayerfully ask
your family to join ours in continuing to support the
campaign so Christ the Good Shepherd will continue to
provide for all of our spiritual needs into the future.

Pledges
Pledges are commitments made in good faith, but are not legally binding.
They are a promise of support you are making to Christ the Good Shepherd.
We encourage this way of giving, over the remaining 16 months of the
campaign, as the best way to make a sacrificial gift maximizing the total
amount of your support. We send reminders for your commitment based on
your timing preference of either monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or
annually. Please also consider making as high of a down payment as possible
when you make your pledge. This will allow Christ the Good Shepherd to
continue to progress with it's project's completion.
Cash, Check or Credit Card
Payments made by cash or personal check are the most common and will have
an immediate impact on the finances of Christ the Good Shepherd. You may
also make payments using your credit card, automatic withdrawals through
online banking from your checking or savings account or Faith Direct. To use
Faith Direct, you must have a Faith Direct account and follow their normal
instructions to activate your campaign pledge withdrawal. If you do not have
an account or need additional information, please contact the parish office.
Securities
A gift of stocks, bonds or mutual funds can often be an advantageous form of
giving. If you choose to make your gift through one of these options, the
parish office will contact you to begin the transaction.
Real Estate
Current tax law allows donors of real property,
which have been held for at least 12 months,
to an income tax deduction equal to the
full market value with no capital gain tax.

WAYDE AND KATHERINE TOUPS

“Love can cause no harm to your neighbor,
and so love is the fulfilment of the Law.” ROMANS 13:10

Planned Gifts
With planned giving, you carefully decide the best method and which assets for making a charitable
gift. Such a gift may enable you to take full advantage of tax laws to accomplish your financial and
charitable goals. A bequest contained in your will is the most common form of planned giving.
Another form of planned giving is the qualified charitable distributions from individual retirement
accounts, which was made permanent beginning with distributions for 2015.
One-Time Gifts
One-time gifts provide immediate funding to Christ the Good Shepherd. However, unless your
particular circumstances necessitate only a one-time gift, we encourage everyone to consider a pledge
ending April 2019 as the best way to make a sacrificial gift maximizing the total amount of your
support.
Adopt a Pledge
There are unfulfilled pledges ranging from 40k to 1,800 dollars. The shortfall has occurred for many
reasons including death of parishioners, families moving from area, unemployment, and hurricane
Harvey. Please contact Isaac De Los Santos at 281-376-6831 to see what amounts are available and
how you can fulfill the pledge.
Become a Partner for Sacred Places
Consider a specific memorial donation such as one or more stations of the cross,
changes to the baptismal font, new altar Ambo, and other liturgical needs of the church.
Details will be available when pricing becomes more definite.
Corporate Matching Gifts
A matching gift program provided through your employer or board membership may allow you to
increase the value of your gift. Many companies match charitable gifts of their employees, retirees or
board members. Consult your employer’s human resources director or community outreach director
to see if your company has a matching gift program.
Please remember payments on pledges are deductible for income tax purposes as provided by law.
Consult your financial adviser or tax attorney.

“They are to do good and be rich in good works,
generous in giving and always ready to share.” 1 TIMOTHY 6:18
If you need assistance or have questions
Please contact:
Isaac De Los Santos
at 281-376-6831 Ext. 362
or via email at
isaac@cgscc.church
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